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value of wisdom has been the theme of sages and poets in all
ages. Aristotle’s observation on this subject was that the
difference between the ignorant man and the learned man
is the difference between the man who is alive and the man
who is dead.’ "

After a vote of thanks had been accorded to the lecturer
by Mr. W. H. Tate, the President,

Mr. Hutchinson gave a short demonstration of the objective
method of teaching from a raised map of India, to show
the distribution of leprosy in that country, and also demon-
strated the infiuence of the fifth nerve in the distribution
of the disease from two skulls showing marked exostosis
and hyperostosis on all the bones of the face and skull
supplied by that nerve on the one side. Both specimens
were marked in a similar manner, one of which belonged to
Mr. Hutchinson, and the other had been sent by Dr. Alexis
Thompson of Edinburgh. I

Some excellent historical and pathological specimens
were provided for examination by contributors, and Mr. W. J
Martindale of Cavendish-square exhibited a large assort- ]
ment of the most recent drugs and the latest modifications 4

of instruments, which attracted much attention. 1

...-.---.-.....- 1

OUR MILITARY PRISONS.

THE report of the Inspector-General of Military Prisons
for 1889 shows that accommodation is provided in the
home prisons for 1543, and in the colonies and abroad (not
including India) for 564 prisoners. At home there were
3542 men received into the prisons during the year and a
daily average of 548 in confinement. In only one instance
did the number exceed the accommodation, and that to a
very trifling extent. In the prisons abroad the number
received was 2720, and the daily average 236. These
numbers, however, do not include men confined in provost
prisons and cells or in local prisons, and therefore do not
represent the amount of offences committed during the
year. A return in the appendix shows the number of
sentences by court-martial to have been 5647, and minor
punishments by commanding officers 114,529 in the army at
home, together amounting to 118 per cent. of the strength.
These figures show a considerable reduction in the number
compared with previous years, but it is impossible to say
how much of this has depended on changes in the Army
Regulations and how much represents actual diminution of
offences.
Very little information is given as to the health of the

prisoners, but from the tables in the appendix we find that
the cases of sickness in the home prisons amounted to 166
in an average of 548 men, or 303 per 1000; but there is a
very remarkable difference in the proportion which occurred
in the different prisons. Thus the ratio per 1000 was in
Chester 83, Gosport 86, Aldershot 1 i5, Dublin 170, Stirling
212, Cork 340, and Brixton 825. We omit Taunton and
Naas, as they were occupied during only a portion of the
year. No information is given as to the diseases, nor is
any remark made regarding the very high ratio of cases in
Brixton Prison. The proportion of cases in the prisons
abroad was 280 per 1000; at Malta it only amounted to 46
per 1000, a result probably due to some local arrangement
for the transfer of cases to the Station Hospital.
The medical officer of Brixton Prison has turned to

account some old prison returns by making an analysis of
the cases of 5000 prisoners committed to Millbank in
1870-72, and comparing them with a similar number in
Brixton in 1883-88. Among other points he has taken the
height as recorded on enliatment, and has found the
average to have been the same in the two periods-5ft 
As regards age he says : "Practically the age of those
enlisted at present is greater than it was twenty years ago ;
it may be only fractional, still it is undoubtedly greater.
...... The prevailing age was between eighteen and nine-
teen, whereas the number of men enlisted at this age has
fallen off nearly half, and the number enlisted at from
nineteen to twenty has considerably increased." We are
somewhat disposed to question the accuracy of the deduc-
tion drawn from the figures. Those who have had practical
experience in recruiting know how easily recruits adapt
their ages to existing regulations. It is impossible to obtain
evidence as to age, and the objections made of late years to
taking young lads into the service has, we strongly suspect,
led to a system of overstating the age with a view to
diminish the chance of rejection. With another remark

of the medical oilicor also we cannot entirely agree.
Speaking of the classes from which recruits are obtained
and the reasons which lead them to enlist, he remarks,
" The criminal population do not enter into the category at
all. It is a rare thing to see a criminal, and if he does enlist
it is only to get out of the way." Surely a recruit would
scarcely announce his occupation as being a criminal, and
we are not aware of any means by which one of that class
could be recognised if he presented himself for enlistment.
The medical officer of Aldershot Prison says, "The prisoners
are as a rule men of small mental capacity, those who have
benefited least from the spread of general education.......
If more attention was paid to the mental and personal
history of the recruita, men whose fathers or relatives have
died in public lunatic asylums, or who themselves have
previously served terms of imprisonment in civil penalestablishments, would not be admitted to the service." But
he unfortunately omits to show in what manner this in.
formation as to their personal and family history could!
possibly be obtained by the recruiting officer or the medical
officer by whom the men are passed. We cannot but regret
that so very little information is still given, for we have
pointed it out before, as to the nature of the diseases for
which the prisoners come under treatment, and the probable
causes of the great difference in the proportion of sickness
which occurs in the different prisoners.

SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF INEBRIETY.

AT a quarterly meeting of this Society, held at

11, Chandos-street on Tuesday last, the President, Dr.
Norman Kerr, in the chair, Dr. F. 0. Spaink (Baarn
Holland) read a paper giving an account of experiments on
rabbits, to demonstrate the influence of alcohol in the pro-
duction of peripheral nerve degeneration. Ethylic alcohol
was administered by the mouth daily at 9 A.M. The
animals were enclosed in a wooden box, with only the
head accessible, so that none of the degeneration could
be attributable to manual manipulation. Five series of
rabbits were employed. One portion of each series, destined
for the control, was also fed with the catheter by the
mouth, but not with alcohol. One individual of each series
was killed prior to the experiment, for the microscopical
examination of the normal nerves. As rabbits cannot
vomit the exact quantity injected was accurately recorded.
The alcohol was given at first with water and starch, and
later with milk and eggs, the "controls " having the same
diet without the alcohol. The alcoholised, after chronic
use cf large doses, lost weight; their weight increased later
than that of the "controls"; and death resulted from the-
effects of alcohol, too little nutrition, too much cooling, and
exhaustion. On post-mortem examination there was greater
muscular and healthy fat development in the" controls," and
in several of the alcoholised gastric chronic h&aelig;morrhagie
catarrh, with in one case a gstric ulcer. Delirium tremens
supervened in several cases. Microscopically the alcoholised
showed marked peripheral nerve degeneration. This con.
sisted in discontinuance, swelling, and thinning of the nerve
fibres, in large oval accumulations and drops of myelin, and in
empty neurilemmata. A new finding was a peculiar alteta-
tion of the axis cylinders, spirals of several adjacent fibres,
the axis cylinders being generally thicker, broader, and more
ditfuse. At times the spiral was followed by another with
a normal cylinder between. Sometimes a real loop was
found. Mr. L’Oste (Gipsy-hill) then read a paper on

Hereditary Inebriety, giving the family history of several
cases. When the inebriate transmission was paternal there
was often a low mental and moral organisation, when
maternal the prevailing type was extreme nerve disturbance.
Mr. Jabez Hogg, Dr. Arthur Jamison, Dr. H. Williams,
Dr. A. Murray, and the President took part in the discussion,

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISIi TOWNS.
IN twenty-eight of the largest English towns 5539 births

and 3590 deaths were registered during the week ending
Oct. 4th. The annual rate of mortality in these towns,
which had risen in the preceding three weeks from 18’6
to 20-0 per 1000, declined again last week to 19-3. The
rate was 16’7 in London and 21’4 in the twenty-seven


